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 Parish Chairman:  Andrew Wilkinson   Parish Deputy Chair:  John Mackfall
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

										26th May 2026
URGENT – By Email and Post
The Most Reverend & Right Honourable Stephen Cottrell
Office of the Archbishop of York 
Bishopthorpe Palace
Bishopthorpe
York
YO23 2GE
						
Your Grace

Re:  Sale of Church Lands in the Parish of Kexby & Scoreby

I am writing on behalf of Kexby and Scoreby Parish Council and at the instruction of Parish Councillors regarding our understanding that the Church Commission has commenced a process to sell land and property assets in our Parish.  It is a further understanding that consequently, several tenant farmers will be evicted from their homes and lose their livelihood, some having family roots to farms dating back many decades. The understanding that representatives of the Church Commission have provided 5 months’ notice of the intent to sell the land is frankly shocking and disturbing and begs the question, how does the eviction of tenants reflect a Christian body whose vision includes the statement the church will seek to “respond to human needs by loving services and seek to transform unjust structures of society” – the Parish Council would contest that eviction of ‘no fault’ tenants for profit is surely a prime example of an unjust structure of society.
 
The Parish Council wishes to strongly express our concerns at this news and noting that the affected land comprises of 75% of our Parish, we are somewhat surprised at the lack of consultation to the Parish Council and residents of the Parish in general. I should advise you that such is the level of concern in this matter that a recorded Extra-ordinary meeting of the Parish Council was held on Tuesday 26th May 2026 and at which meeting this letter was formally approved by Councillors and the Parish Council would respectfully make the following observations.

1	Councillors realise that the Church Commissioners’ case may be that they are required by Charity law to maximise the benefit from their assets for the Church, however, we would respectfully point out that the Church Commissioners own statements require it to manage its investments in a principled and responsible way. The Commissioners (together with the General Synod of the Church of England) have regularly made public statements of commitment to managing their investments ethically. The Parish Council would suggest that this includes a direct responsibility to include the people who work in the areas and industries the Church invests in.   

Therefore, it is reasonable to suggest that the Commissioners do not make their decisions on investments only to maximise financial gain and the Parish Council would specifically ask how the current proposals adhere to these ethical principles, noting people will lose their homes and livelihoods.

2	The Commissioners investments are obviously for the long term.   Income from tenant farmers (who pay rents at full market valuations) meet this objective and has been the case for many decades.  The Parish Council would specifically ask what has changed that demands such a drastic change of direction in the situation.    
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3	Your Grace will be aware of recent changes in the law in the housing sector have given national publicity to the principle that landlords must act properly and responsibly, and Councillors would respectfully suggest that the eviction of farmers from the farms which are not only their home and but also livelihood,  would surely be seen as wrong to all reasonable people, and frankly appalling when the landlord is the Church.  It is simply neither principled, responsible nor ethical.       

Councillors would ask you to note that other charity and quasi-charity bodies recognise the investment value of their tenancies of agricultural land and are recognised as having a good reputation for the treatment of their tenants – eg the National Trust, the Royal Estates and Oxbridge Colleges.  Renting land to tenant farmers is recognised clearly as a strong, beneficial financial investment.

4	It is the understanding of the Parish Council that the sale of the land will commence in June, and as mentioned Councillors are both disappointed and concerned that there appears to be no consultation in this matter, especially bearing in mind the seriousness and consequences to the proposed sale.   If the Church Commissioners are convinced this action is essential then as a body serving the church and nation, it is surely reasonable to request that the reasons for these actions are declared with candour and transparency.

Finally, and again noting that the land affected in this matter comprises of 75% of our Parish, Councillors have a wider concern with regard to the future and how the land will be purposed.  There is a valid argument that it matters and is good for the wider and local community, that this land is maintained by those who are very much part of that community.     There would be justifiable concern if the present and future care of this land was in the hands of those with no local concern.

Your Grace, in summary then, the Parish Council is urgently requesting that Councillors are contacted in regard to the above matter and that the concerns of the Parish Council, and Parish community in general, are taken seriously and with proper respect. We look forward to an urgent response.	

Yours sincerely
	For and upon behalf of
Kexby and Scoreby Parish Council
[image: ]
Andrew Crabbe
Parish Clerk and Responsible Officer 

Copy:	Office of the Church Commissioners 
Dame Sarah Mullally - Archbishop of Canterbury
The Right Hon. Luke Charters MP 
The Right Hon. Rachael Maskell
Dr Nick Land – Church Commissioner  
The Right Hon. Marsha De Cordova MP
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